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“WARNING
OF CONFLICT”



 
   “ W A R N I N G  O F  C O N F L I C T ”

Dear Friends,
In one of its strongest statements in recent times the 
Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC) has warned of an 
uprising in the country if President Mnangagwa and his 
government do not address the severe social and economic 
challenges the country is facing as a matter of urgency.
      ZCC Secretary General, Rev Kenneth Mtata, has warned 
that if the status quo is maintained the chances of all-out 
chaos are high. Considering the substantial risks to social 
cohesion and constitutional democracy, he said, 
“maintaining the status quo is not an option at all”.
      In the statement Rev Mtata warned that “Instability 
will grow and the State will need to use heavy repression 
to quell dissent due to the painful economic experiences.”   
He added, ominously, that the government appeared 
ready to crush dissent just as it did in August 2018 and 
again in January 2019 when the military shot dead more 
than a dozen citizens protesting on the streets of the 
capital.  
      The ZCC’s chilling warning follows a number of 
equally forthright interventions from the international 
community.  Gerald Bourke, spokesperson for the WFP’s 
Southern Africa Programme described the plight of 
Zimbabweans as “nothing short of tragic”, and UN 
Special Rapporteur, Hilal Elver, spoke recently of the 
possibility of the spiralling conflict morphing into “a 
full-blown conflict”.

WarningS ignored
      Zimbabweans may take comfort from the fact that the 
wider community is at last recognising the acute danger 
facing the nation, but there is no sign yet of any recognition 
of that danger or of the intense suffering of the people by 
those in power, let alone the political will to end it.
      On the contrary, when more than half the population is 
dependent on relief food for survival and 29 per cent are said 
to be living in extreme poverty, it is reported the President is 
going ahead with a plan to purchase fighter aircraft from 
Russia in exchange for minerals.

The miracleS oF god
      This is the terrifying reality that confronts our amazing 
partners on the ground, daily.  As many hopeless 
Zimbabweans as are able are fleeing the country – legally or 
illegally.  Yet our team remains, totally engaged with the 
multiple challenges, because they know this is where God 
wants them to be.And the God of all compassion is using their 
willing sacrifice, together with your incredible generosity, to 
bless a good number of the most vulnerable and give hope 
to many more.  How awesome is that !  

From January to December 2019 we remitted slightly over 
£75,000 to the relief work.  278 tonnes of mealie meal was 
distributed to an estimated 2,000 families across 
Matabeleland and 200 evictees or “internally displaced 
persons” (IDPs).  The IDPs whose homes were destroyed by the 
military also receive help with temporary housing, healthcare, 
school fees for the children and other basic essentials.
      Moreover this is only the beginning – for along with the 
relief feeding goes the pastoral care of so many in 
desperate need, a word of hope to the despairing and a 
ministry of grace to all.
      In a phone conversation I asked Pastor Albert how he 
personally was able to keep going when he is surrounded 
daily with such intense suffering and widespread despair. He 
admitted that these things hurt him deeply, before adding, 
“The Lord has made me very strong”.   But more than this, he 
sees around him a hurting people who are open to hear and 
ready to respond to the Lord, perhaps as never before. “It’s a 
time for the Church to pray and look for the miracles of God,” 
he said.
      Thank you, dear friends, for your generous support for this 
very special ministry.  I know you will be remembering the 
people of Zimbabwe as they pray and look for those miracles 
of God.

graham Shaw
Pastor albert stands with an idP amid the ruins of his 
home, destroyed by the military

excited students with 
a fresh consignment 

of mealie meal 
received at a primary 

school in lupane

great rejoicing among 
some of those selected to 
receive seed maize



PRAY   FOR   JUSTICE  .  PEACE .  TRU
TH

ZI
M

BA
BW

E  V
ICTIMS’  SUPPORT FUND

..

looKing BacK;  looKing ForWard 

The giving during 2019 in response to the on-going crisis 
has been phenomenal. In February we were informed 
of the evictions at the MacDonald Brick site and this 
was met by generous donations to assist and support 
those caught up in the crisis.  Then on through the year 
as, tragically, the national crisis moved ever closer to 
catastrophe.
    Against this background you have given so very 
generously to the work of  ZVSF. Thank you. I wish there 
were other more colourful words to use. With deep 
heartfelt thanks from everyone involved, we appreciate 
the sacrificial giving of all our donors.

graham matthews
Treasurer

53 Renda Road
Holbury
Southampton
SO45 2LX

Bank:                        caF Bank ltd
Sort code:               40-52-40
account name:       Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund
account no:            00022807 

Provisional and unaudited accounts for the 
year to 31st december 2019

  2018                                                                   2019       
     £          Income                                                 £ 
61,233    Donations                                   97,339          
                 Gift Aid                                     7,234 
         5      Interest                                                       6 
61,238                                                             104,579
                 Expenditure 
  51,556    Remittances to Zimbabwe             75,036  
       241    Finance charges                           465
         64    Administration expenses                      316               
  51,861                                                                75,817
    9,377    Surplus for year                       28,762  
    4,160    Funds brought forward         13,537 
  13, 537   Funds carried forward         42,299              

Our  ZVSF  Fund-raiSing 
champiOnS

For this report we are pleased to feature a photo 

taken at the 60th Birthday Party of one of our long-

time supporters, Jane Bullock.  The celebrations took 

place in Yeovil during September, and here in the 

photo you can see Jane’s family including, if you look 

carefully, the youngest, her grand-daughter Beatrice. 

Friends had been invited to donate to ZVSF in lieu of 

personal gifts and a magnificent total of £ 750 was 

raised.  Our warmest thanks to all concerned and 

congratulations to Jane.

Nor is this amazing generosity exceptional among 

you, our wonderful support team. Leaving aside 

the sacrificial giving of individuals, I could add the 

names of a good many churches and church groups 

which have made substantial donations over just the 

last few months. To name but a few – St Michael’s 

Church, London N6  (from Christmas collections and 

the Mission Partners’ Fund), Raleigh Road United 

Church in Richmond, Surrey,  St Andrews Methodist 

Church in Billericary, Essex and Wellington Church of 

Scotland in Glasgow (One World Service offering)

On behalf of those whom you have blessed with your 

costly love – 

 
Siyabonga !  Tinotenda !  Thank you ! 


