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Please take a careful look at these 
photos. Though lacking some detail, we 
can see enough to register two things. 
First, the appalling poverty of those 
receiving their monthly allocation of 
maize meal (and frailty of many in the 
group). Second, the relief and joy on 
their faces.
        As I studied the photos a phrase from one of Charles Wesley’s great hymns came 
to mind: 

      “The mournful, broken hearts rejoice !”

Yes, their hearts must be broken – and ours too – at the grinding poverty and desperate 
hunger in which they, and 8.6 million other Zimbabweans without food, have been 
condemned to live by a corrupt and uncaring government. 
      But see also how they rejoice at receiving a token of caring love from their 
compassionate heavenly Father, through the agency of ZVSF, and funded by your 

generosity, our faithful supporters …
      The lady with the food pack on 
her head is Mrs Msango. She is a single 
mother with four dependent children, 
and this is her only regular and reliable 
source of food.  She says, and some of 
the other beneficiaries are singing,  

     “SIYABONGA KAKHULU !” 

The meaning is surely clear, even without 
a translation:  “Thank you very much !”
      In the first four months of the Special 
Appeal our team has purchased and 
distributed 210 tonnes of maize meal.  
We are now running steadily at a rate 
of 60 tonnes a month and we hope 
to sustain this amazing and, for us, 
unprecedented level of funding through 

February and March, until the harvest. As of now our reserves will cover the funding for 
February, but not yet for March. Nevertheless and depending on God’s provision and 
your generosity, we press forward, relying on Hudson Taylor’s famous dictum: “God’s 
work done in his way will never lack God’s supply.”
       Thank you again, or should I say, “Siyabonga kakhulu !” 

Graham Shaw
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