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“Rejoice
always,
pray are
without
ceasing,
“When the
foundations
being destroyed

give thanks
in the
allrighteous
circumstances..”
what can
do ?” ( Psalm 11/3 )
(1 Thessalonians 5/16-18)

Dear friends,
We are limited in the information we can provide
within a short report on the tragic drama unfolding in
Zimbabwe: the impact of Covid-19, the failing health
and education systems, the economy on life-support,
the desperate hunger and, more positively, the summer
rains and desperate hopes for a harvest. Chris Sworn has
kindly provided a short summary and update in a piece
entitled “Zimbabwe’s Predicament” which appears on
our website, and which we will be pleased to forward by
email or through the post, on request.
Against this dark and threatening background it may
seem inappropriate to quote the words of the Apostle
Paul: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks
in all circumstances …” The need for constant prayer
may be self-evident but, you may ask, what cause is
there for joy or thanksgiving? Considering the dire state
of the nation it is a reasonable question, but I would urge
you to look more closely, with us, and discern the great
things God is doing in and among his beloved, suffering
children.

A number of frail, elderly and destitute ladies, each
blessed with a bag of mealie meal for their families

St Paul found within the young Church in Thessalonica,
and in his own life, cause for real joy and thanksgiving,
notwithstanding the severe suffering. In like manner, again
and again, we in the ZVSF team have been amazed,
humbled and delighted at the reports from the front line
in Zimbabwe. We wonder at the spontaneous joy and
heartfelt thanksgiving of those receiving no more than a
10 kg bag of mealie meal, a few vegetables or a packet
of seed maize. It is those without resources who know best
the abundance of God’s love. And make no mistake,
they are praying too for deliverance. We do our best to
convey some of this huge encouragement to you, our
supporters, on the website, our Facebook page and
through our regular reporting.
What a joy to see the faces of some of those worn
down by unrelenting hardship, suddenly lighting up with a
smile and a song or prayer of thanksgiving.
“Siyabonga ! Tinotenda ! Thank you !”

A couple blessed with seed maize in the hope of
reaping a crop in April

Then also for those of us privileged to work at the
interface between that desperate need there and the
unbelievable generosity of the saints here, we are
constantly being humbled and moved by your
enthusiasm for the project, your prayer support and
sacrificial giving. We were especially pleased at the
recognition implied for our work by a grant of £ 5,000 from
the World Day of Prayer National Committee.
Due in large measure to your response to the Special
Appeal launched in October we saw our income from
donations and fundraising rise by 26 per cent on the
previous year, to £ 132,727.
A truly remarkable outcome, which enabled us to
increase the funding for relief feeding to the target
figures set and at the same time purchase a replacement
second-hand 4x4 vehicle in excellent condition for Pastor
Albert.
We will be reporting in more detail on the success of
the Special Appeal as it concludes at the end of March,
so do follow our monthly Bulletins. If we have your email
address we will send them that way. If email is an option
for you and you have not yet advised Chris Sworn, please
email him at zvsf.csworn@gmail.com For others without
email we will always be happy to send a printed copy on
request.
So Paul’s injunction to rejoice, to pray and to give
thanks without ceasing, turns out to be, not a preacher’s
rhetorical flourish, nor a utopian ideal, but a realistic
option for those who walk with the Lord in the way of the
Cross. And I am bold to say that we are seeing this deep
spiritual truth lived out before our eyes in the ongoing
work of ZVSF.
Thank you and bless you for walking with us in this way.

Graham Shaw

Pastor Albert’s ministry and the work of ZVSF blessed with
a low mileage single-cab Isuzu 4x4

Thank you all for your prayers as well as the very
generous financial support throughout the year. It
was not always clear we would be able to honour
our commitment to the team in Bulawayo to double
the purchase of mealie meal right through the
Special Appeal but, month by month, we have held
to that level of funding. With the encouraging rainfall
received so far we hope the harvest gathered in
April will provide some relief. There is a growing
desperation among the people, but together we
can sustain hope by continuing to support the team
in Bulawayo in getting vital food to some of those
who need it most.

Provisional and unaudited accounts for the
year ending 31st December 2020
2019		
£		

RECEIPTS
97,693 Donations & Fundraising
11 Interest received
7,234 Gift aid refund

123,299
9
9,419

104,938		
132,727
		
PAYMENTS
75,036 Distributions to
Zimbabwe – general
137,674
551 Finance Costs
410
133 Administration & Support UK 282

We are blessed to have many donors supporting us
with Gift Aid, which increases the value of the gift
by 25 per cent. Could I ask you to check that you
are still eligible to be part of the scheme ? If you pay
income tax, would like to increase the value of your
giving in this way and have not yet filled in a Gift
Aid declaration please ask for a form. Or you can
download one from the Website.
Thank you and keep safe.

Graham Matthews
Treasurer
53 Renda Road
Holbury
Southampton
SO45 2LX

EV

138,366

42,756 FUNDS carried forward

37,117

ICTIMS’ SUPPO

RT

W

CAF Bank Ltd
40-52-40
Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund
00022807

75,720
		
		
29,218 SURPLUS / (DEFICIT)
		
		
13,538 FUNDS brought forward
		

FUN

. ZIM
BAB

TH .

D
RU

P R AY

F

OR

.T

Bank:
Sort Code:
Account name:
Account No:

2020
£

JUS

TIC E . PEA

CE

(5,639)
42,756

