
Zimbabwe: Situation Report
“Learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the 

fatherless, plead the widow’s cause”.   (Isaiah 1:17)

If only the Zanu-PF leaders would heed these words instead of doing just about the exact 
opposite! The country is already suffering from election fever and this will continue right 
up to the general election in July 2023 – and, most probably beyond.

Let’s look back at what happened in 2018.  Mnangagwa had ‘taken over’ from Robert 
Mugabe in November 2017 after a ‘palace coup’ staged by the army. Everyone had hopes 
that Mnangagwa would be better than his predecessor. In his inaugural speech he vowed 
to serve all citizens, to reduce corruption and to revitalise the country’s economy. The 
2018 election campaign was largely peaceful – in sharp contrast to those in 2008 and 
2013. However, there was some evidence of voter coercion particularly through the 
activities of traditional leaders who have benefitted from the provision of vehicles by the 
government.  Food aid was also used as a means to garner support for Zanu-PF and, of 
course, the media (TV, radio and the Press – in particular The Herald and The Chronicle) 
remained overwhelmingly supportive of Zanu-PF.  As you might remember, the vote 
counting process was topsy-turvey in that the outcome of the national assembly elections 
(Zanu-PF: 145 seats, MDC: 63 seats, others: 2 seats) was announced two days before 
that of the presidential election. The official result was given as: Mnangagwa (Zanu-PF): 
50.8%, Chamisa (MDC): 44.3%. During the delay in the announcement of the presidential 
ballot results there were riots in Harare (when 6 people were killed by the army). Chamisa 
claimed that he had actually defeated Mnangagwa and, accordingly, went to court to seek 
to overturn the result.  The MDC case was predictably rejected by the Supreme Court and 
Mnangagwa’s election was confirmed.

Before we look at the prospects for a free and fair election in 2023, we should recall what 
has happened in the meantime. 

First, Zimbabweans have been robbed of their savings by the Government’s decision to 
convert everyone’s US$ bank balances into ZWLs at the rate of 1:1 in 2019.  Today, because 
of corruption coupled with economic mis-management, a bank balance of 1,000 US$ in 
2019 is worth less than 1US$. 
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Second, there have been repeated and increasingly serious infringements of human 
rights. Amnesty International, in their latest annual report on Zimbabwe, says that the 
human rights situation has continued to deteriorate with the government demonstrating 
hostility to human rights defenders, protesters, political activists and journalists. They were 
harassed, arrested, prosecuted and subjected to prolonged pre-trial detention. Security 
forces carried out unlawful killings. 

Third, media reporting has been further distorted by the imprisonment of independent 
reporters, like Hopewell Chin’ono in 2021 and Blessed Mhlanga and Chengete Chide in 
2022. These and other issues, like the disastrous state of the health service and the level of 
school fees, have increased the support for the opposition led by Chamisa, now called the 
CCC (Citizens Coalition for Change). In a run of 28 by-elections held in March 2022, the CCC 
won 19 seats and Zanu-PF just 9. 

The only published opinion poll (SABI – 2023) reports that 53% of those questioned said 
that they would vote for Chamisa and only 40% for Mnangagwa if the general election 
were held now . But 47% of those questioned said that the election will not be free and fair 
(compared to only 38% who believe the opposite) because of cheating at the count (41%), 
abuse by the government (29%) and violence by the security forces (21%).  

We fear that Zanu-PF will do everything possible to retain power and hence will continue 
to exploit the fatherless and the widows. We must do what we can to support these 
oppressed people by prayer and giving!         
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