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“These things
keep us on our knees”
Albert is the Senior Pastor among 35 others
ministering to scattered congregations across
western Zimbabwe. The Church has no regular
income and is critically under-resourced, yet it is
growing so fast the leaders can hardly keep pace
with needs for new preaching places, the requests
for adult baptisms or the
teaching and nurture of new
converts.

Dear friends,
How good are you at
imagining yourself into a
situation far removed from your
own experience? Can you
imagine what the life of a
Pastor and Church leader in
Zimbabwe must be like today?
Sharing a preaching

In asking the question I have
appointment with
Pastor Albert
a particular servant of God
in mind. He is a colleague in
ministry and a personal friend of many years.
Pastor Albert Chatindo is also known to many of you,
if only through these reports in which we have often
featured his remarkable ministry and invaluable help
in distributing relief food for ZVSF.
For Albert a typical day begins with morning prayers
between 3.00 and 4.30 am, the working day at 6.30
am. From then until sunset his home is open to those
in need. Indeed he is on call 24x7, and it is not
uncommon for him to be called out late at night or in
the small hours of the morning to help in a crisis.

Can you imagine then the
burden of responsibility he
bears? The daily challenges
and opportunities of ministry?
And this, not within a smoothlyfunctioning country, but in a
country that has been in
almost continual crisis for the
last 17 years. Crime is ever
A child “parenting” a
increasing, corruption
younger sibling (Photo:
endemic and, within what is
Tearfund)
effectively a police state, the
authorities are scrutinizing Albert’s every
move – especially the relief feeding of the destitute.

Why always Albert? Quite simply because he is a
Pastor with a heart for the poor and he will never turn
away a brother or sister in need.
He is accessible, approachable and indefatigable.
And he has been blessed by ZVSF with a Landcruiser
4x4 which is in daily use, sometimes over the barest
tracks in remote, rural Zimbabwe.
In a typical day a dozen or more people will arrive
on the doorstep, with all manner of requests for help.
Desperate pleas for food for the starving, to pray for
the sick, to counsel the disturbed – and much more
besides in a day’s work. If you are with Albert for 10
minutes and his mobile does not ring that is
remarkable.

Obvious signs of malnutrition in the children
(Photo: Tearfund)

These are hard, hard times for the people of
Zimbabwe. The economy has crashed. Few are in
work. Most food is imported and unaffordable. Even
the currency is rationed so that a government
minister has confirmed recently that school fees can
be paid in goats! It might be funny if it weren’t so
tragic.

Mealie meal for widows and orphans

But most painful to Albert’s heart are the
funerals of the little children who are dying of
malnutrition. On average he is conducting 5 such
funerals a month. He talks of cemeteries full of
children’s graves and of the women, some elderly,
who according to traditional beliefs, are expected
to bury any child dying under the age of 3 months.
“This is very difficult to watch,” he says.“These things
keep us on our knees.”

It is difficult to write of these things too, and I’m sure
difficult for you to read. But we need to know so we
can respond as we are able, supporting our
partners in the Gospel. They serve in the front-line,
distributing the relief food that your generous
giving has provided. Yes, and who better than such
a team to know where the acutest need is felt and
where to direct the finite resources at our disposal ?
So I say, praise God for this partnership across the
continents, stretching all the way from you in the UK
who support us with your prayers and
generous giving, to our partner team 6000 miles
away in Bulawayo who supervise operations, and
then on to those in the front line, like Pastor Albert.
I am in no doubt that this partnership is Godappointed and God-blessed. And I am sure you will
agree with me that so long as the desperate need
persists, and so long as we have this window of
opportunity, maintaining a life-line to those right on
the edge in Zimbabwe will remain for us a matter of
simple Christian obedience.
Thank you, dear friends, for your invaluable part in
this partnership in the Gospel.

Graham

Treasurer’s Report
The Trustees have had some difficult decisions to
make this year about the allocation of funds and
how to transfer money to Zimbabwe.
As you will no doubt have heard, the banking
system in Zimbabwe is in meltdown and so we have
had to find alternative routes to send funds both for
the purchase of maize meal and to pay local
running costs. The challenge has been to find
legitimate routes that are robust and auditable.
We are grateful to those who have helped us do
this – and our Bulawayo team who have been as
resourceful and adaptable as ever.
In our last report we told you how the Trustees took
the decision last year to spend as much as our
current funds would allow on both the purchase of
maize meal and a supplementary e’Pap
(a fortified maize meal) feeding programme. The
effects in the initial months of the drought were so
positive that it was with huge sadness that we had
to curtail it in June and concentrate on our main
feeding schemes. It was not an easy decision but
we are grateful that we had the funds available
(nearly £16,000) in the critical early months of the
drought. We will continue to review both the need
and our ability to resume the e’Pap scheme.

Christine
73 Robin Hood Crescent,
Knaphill, Woking, GU21 2NB

Pastor Albert visiting some
of his scattered flock
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