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“Marching 

towards starvation”



Dear Friends,

Looking at the website of the Famine Early Warning Network 
(FEWS NET) we find an outline of Zimbabwe shaded in bright 
orange. It shows the food security outlook for the period 
October 2019 to January 2020 and the colour orange, 
covering over 90 per cent of the country, indicates crisis level.
       Poor rainfall and, consequently, a poor harvest this year 
together with a failing economy have brought forward the 
“lean season” in which, with their own food stocks exhausted, 
the people must rely on food purchases. But market supplies 
of grain are down, fuel prices are spiralling week by week 
and even the staple foods are now beyond the reach of 
most poor households.
       The World Food Programme reports that 2.3 million people 
in rural Zimbabwe need emergency food now, and the figure 
is expected to increase to 5.5 million in the coming weeks. 
Adding in the 2.2 million in urban areas who, the goverment’s 
admits, also require food aid, we arrive at a total of 7.7 million 
– or over half the population !   The WFP puts it this way: “We 
are talking about people who are marching towards 
starvation if we are not here to help them.”
       Little wonder then that in August the government 
declared a “State of National Disaster”, appealing for 
international humanitarian assistance. Yet the crisis is largely 
of the government’s own making and the result of the looting 
of State coffers on an industrial scale.
       As if all this was not enough our partners in Bulawayo 
report further outrages against some of the very poorest, 
perpetrated by opportunistic elements within the ruling party. 
Relying on the immunity from prosecution afforded by their 
political status, they seize the land of those who cannot 
defend their rights, even though the latter may have been 
living there for decades.
       So we reported on the plight of those brutally evicted 
from the McDonald Bricks site in our Year End Report 2018. 
And again in late July we learnt of fresh evictions from a site 
in the Nguza District, not far from the Bulawayo airport. In this 
instance, refusing terrified residents even the time to collect 
their few belongings, 
       State agents destroyed their homes. Well built 
structures, supplied with water and electricity, they had been 

home to many for decades 
– for some since their con-
struction in 1959.
     Once again Pastor Albert 
was the first to be called 
upon for help by these 
distraught, now homeless 
people, and he is 
overseeing the care of 
some 36 families from the 
site. We can see the raw 
anguish of the victims in 
the face of the 83 year old 
widow, Gertrude Ndlovu, 

in the photo.
      How then are we to respond to such insolent tyranny of 
the perpetrators and the unimaginable suffering of those on 
the receiving end?

       What may be called the ZVSF “Mission Statement” is set 
out on the back of every card sold to raise funds. Quoting the 
Apostle Paul in Romans 12/21 it reads “In the face of injustice, 
poverty and hunger ‘overcoming evil with good’”.
       This has always been our policy and so it must continue. 
The “overcoming evil with good” may take many forms.
       Relying on your generosity, the main thrust of our work has 
been to provide support for the victims and those standing 
with them. Earlier in the year and as mentioned in our last 
report, we remitted an additional US$ 8,000 for the support 
of those evicted from the McDonalds Brick site. Our team in 
Bulawayo have bought food, soap, and blankets with that 
much 
appreciated funding, as well as paying rent for temporary 
shelter and school fees for the displaced children. 
       We await further word from Pastor Albert regarding the 
needs of the additional 36 families from Nguza now in his 
care.  

       Meantime we should not 
for one moment think we stand 
alone in responding to the 
challenge. Other groups and 
individuals have shown great 
compassion for the victims, 
including the ladies at one 
church in Bulawayo who have 
knitted blankets and the warm 
woollen garments for the toddler 
in the second photo. And much 
more besides.
       Yet apart from our 
magnificent fund-raising efforts 
– of which more overleaf – we 

must surely intercede for radical and peaceful change in the 
nation, as well as holding up both the sufferers and their 
indomitable support team in our prayers. 
       To encourage and facilitate these prayers we are 
embarking on a new venture. In addition to the occasional 
issues of our Prayer Focus leaflets which you can see on our 
website, we are about to launch a regular Prayer Update 
covering briefly the downward-spiralling situation and inviting 
your prayers for specific concerns brought to our attention by 
those directly involved. Sadly due to the cost of postage we 
will only be able to offer this service generally to those of our 
supporters who are on email – though we will always seek to 
respond to one-off requests for printed copies where email 
is not an option. So if you would like to receive these short 
prayer updates, initially on a monthly basis, please let me 
know on  umngane@btinternet.com  I look forward to hearing 
from you.
       I close with heartfelt thanks for your faithful and sacrificial 
giving and my own rendering of Hebrews 12/3:  “Consider him 
who endured such opposition from sinful men – victim of the 
greatest injustice of all time – so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.”

Blessings,

Graham Shaw

 “ M a r c h i n g  t o w a r d s  s t a r v a t i o n ”
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A word from the Treasurer

Thank you for your prayers as well as sacrificial giving 
towards alleviating the suffering of our friends in 
Zimbabwe. I cannot imagine the daily struggle to 
feed, clothe and house a family when the political, 
social and economic policies of the nation are 
causing such distress.

My thanks to Christine Jones for the sterling job she 
performed over many years. Little did I know what 
was entailed when I agreed to take over from her. 
She has guided me through my first six months.

Briefly I can report that, thanks to your generous 
giving, we have been able to sustain the relief 
feeding programmes already underway, meet some 
of the most urgent needs of those rendered homeless 
and provide enabling support for our team standing 
with the victims.

The Gift Aid for 2018 has been reclaimed. If there are 
any other tax-paying donors who would consider gift 
aiding their contributions please contact me. 

Graham Matthews

53 Renda Road
Holbury
Southampton
SO45 2LX

Bank:                        CAF Bank Ltd

Sort Code:               40-52-40

Account name:       Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund

Our  ZVSF  Fund-raiSing 
champiOnS

We salute our fund-raising champions who, in the 

most imaginative ways, not only raise funds for ZVSF 

projects but also create a new awareness of this 

life-saving work. Just in recent weeks we have been 

blessed with the proceeds of a bacon buttie morning 

at Alresford Methodist Church, donations given at a 

thanksgiving service in honour of a much-loved 

supporter who sadly died last month, and a series of 

coffee mornings held at Falmouth Methodist Church, 

as featured in the photo.  And I am delighted to say 

I have been invited to the 60th birthday celebrations 

of another long-time supporter who has asked for 

donations to ZVSF rather than personal gifts. Our 

warmest thanks to all concerned and please 

continue to share your stories (and photos if possible) 

which are an inspiration to us all.


